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The following is taken from a communication between Saudi officials, according to The Washington
Post, that the transfer of planes, weapons, and funds was authorized by bin Salman himself. Saudi

Arabia, the Gulf states, and the United Arab Emirates, while less concerned about Iran, want to
balance the new US administration. In May, Saudi Arabia, the Emirates and other gulf countries

began offering their military to US-backed forces fighting against the Islamic State, suggesting they
can make up the difference for any military costs incurred during this deployment. They also share

the belief that Washington is overestimating the reach and influence of Iranian leadership,
underestimating the strength of anti-Iranian sentiment in the Persian Gulf, and have sought, with

their allies, to increase their own security cooperation. While the Saudis are indeed consumed with
regional issues, the United States and Iran share some common interests that require some

cooperation. According to the initial Saudi offer to broker a peace agreement, it was agreed that
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States would supply support to US-backed forces fighting against the

Islamic State. Saudi Arabia, however, has kept other weapons off the table, such as its supply of F-15
fighter jets that would make a critical contribution to the anti-Islamic State mission. The official

stressed the Saudi offer is not a substitute for a political settlement, but an interim measure until a
final peace deal is reached. The official said Saudi Arabia is talking directly with Iran to try to develop
a political settlement with the Iranians, but it also does not rule out an arms deal with Tehran if there
is one that benefits the Kingdom as well. Iran has sought to improve economic and diplomatic ties,

                               2 / 4



 

as it seeks rapprochement with the world, through cooperation agreements with several countries.
But while the US is courting Iran, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf nations, which look set to maintain at

least a somewhat adversarial posture to Iran, have started to engage and develop a common
security agenda with their allies. The Kingdom’s approach is, again, not a substitution for diplomacy
between the US and Iran, but it could be an important part of a broader international system. The

Trump administration continues to promise an arms deal with the Saudis, similar to the one it
worked out with the Emirates. In May, deputy national security adviser Dina Powell spoke about the

value of trade and Saudi Arabia’s role in the global trading system. She said that
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